EVA cu ATION?

this condition, if possible, until a general peace is signed..

You can appreciate as well as anyone how important to>
France is the possession of Egypt. The Turkish Empire
is in ruins all round us, and is daily crumbling away.
A French evacuation of Egypt would be a disaster all the
greater because we shall live to see this fine province in the
hands of another European power.

Your plans should also be strongly influenced by the
news you receive of the success or failure of the Republic
in Europe. If, before you get news of me from France, the
Porte answers the offers of peace that I have made it, you
should reply that you have all the powers I had, start
negotiations, reiterate my declaration that it was never
the intention of France to take away Egypt from the Porte,,
and ask the Porte to abandon the Coalition, and to give us
trading-rights in the Black Sea, and a six months' armistice,,
during which ratifications can be exchanged.

Supposing the circumstances are such that you think
you ought to conclude this treaty with the Porte, you must
insist that it cannot be executed before it is ratified; and it
is in accordance with international usage that there should
always be an armistice during the interval between the
signature of a treaty and its ratification.

You know my views about the government of Egypt.
Whatever you do, the Christians will always be our friends.
But they must not be allowed to become too insolent, lest
the Turks become as fanatical against us as against them,
and thus irreconcilable. Fanaticism must be put to sleep
until it can be destroyed. Win the good opinion of the
sheiks at Cairo, and you have that of all Egypt, and of any
leaders the people are likely to possess. The sheiks are, for
our purposes, the least dangerous of all, for they are timid,,
unwarlike, and, like all priests, inspire fanaticism without
being fanatics themselves... .

I have already repeatedly asked for a troupe of actots,,
and I shall take special trouble to send you one. This is
very important for the army, and will be a first step towards-
changing the customs of the country.
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